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Simple steps to verify your web or advertising agency understands 

how to optimize your websites SEO. 

 

1. Check their domain renew date. If they renew their domain once 

each year, this is a red flag. A solid SEO company will renew 

their domain at least 5 years in advance. Enter their website 

name on this website to check renewal date: 

https://whois.icann.org/en 

2. Check their site speed with Google Speed test.  They should be 

rated a B or higher with Google 

https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/ 

3. Check for code and loading errors on GTmetrix. They should 

have a score of B or higher. www.GTmetrix.com 

4. Review their mobile usability. Mobile is an important factor in 

SEO for Google. www.MobileTest.me. If the site design is 

difficult to navigate or use on this site, then the website is not 

optimized for Mobile First SEO. Next test mobile friendliness on 

Googles mobile test site here: 

https://search.google.com/test/mobile-friendly 
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5. Go to Google.com. Make sure you are either signed out of your 

Gmail email. If you see your profile photo at the top right-hand 

side of the page, you are still signed into Gmail. Alternatively, 

you can click the 3 vertical dots in the upper right-hand corner, 

select New Incognito Browser, and then do a keyword search for 

either SEO, Web Design or similar keywords. Make sure to place 

the name of the city before or after each keyword like so: 

Reno Web Design 

Reno SEO 

SEO Reno 

The web design or SEO company should be ranked high in the 

Google search results, NOT in the PPC pay per click results. PPC 

rankings do not count for SEO rankings. SEO rankings will either 

show up in the Google Maps section and/or below in the true 

SEO organic rankings. See print screen of organic SEO rankings 

below. 
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If the company ranks in the top 3 spots with ads or PPC, that is 

fine for PPC marketing, but does not mean that they rank 

organically for SEO keywords in Google or other major search 

engines. 
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Highlighted box in Pink above shows PPC ads. Those are not 

SEO rankings but paid for per click ads through Google 

Adwords. 

 

If an SEO company does not even rank for their own keywords 

in their own city, how are they going to help you rank your 

website? Most ad agencies and/or large web design agencies 

do not understand technical SEO or how to rank websites but 

will still offer SEO as a service. Usually these companies will 

have the client sign long contracts with the customer and never 

really offering real world SEO results. 

Most of the new SEO audit work that comes in through our 

agency involves correcting other web design or agency errors.  

 

6. Use tools like Ahrefs, SEMrush and other keyword research 

tools to see what type of keywords the company is ranking for. 

Why do this? If they are experts in SEO or search engine 

optimization, they should be ranking for hundreds or even 

thousands of keywords related to web design, seo and digital 

marketing. Most ad agencies have not caught up to digital 

marketing agencies and are still using outdated traditional 

advertising strategies to acquire new customers. They are not 

ranking for SEO keywords related to the services they provide. 

This, is another red flag. Buyer beware. 

 

There are other more advanced tools to help identify what SEO skills 

a company uses for their own online marketing, but these free tools 

are an easy and accessible way for most people to assess the quality 

of SEO work being provided with a company before signing a contract 
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to hire for SEO services. I hope this free guide helped educate and 

inspire you to better be informed on the SEO buying process. 

 

Have more questions?  

We are happy to help anytime. Call or text Sandy at 775-870-0488. 

Sandy Rowley 

sandy@renowebdesigner.com 

775-870-0488 
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